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The city of  Cape Town 

prides itself  on having 

more hours of  sunshine 

per year than Hawaii, so it is likely 

that on arrival at Cape Town In-

ternational Airport, you will be 

greeted by a warm day and sunny 

skies. The first thing you will no-

tice is how fresh the air is and how 

friendly the people are. You won’t 

easily find another place where so 

many people smile at you.

Cape Town is a unique blend of  

cultures, the friendliest of  peo-

ple, the latest fashions, art from 

all over the world, fine modern 

architecture and an openness to 

the new. It is a dynamic city, so you 

will notice new buildings sprouting 

by the week, entire blocks being 

completely refurbished while the 

old is preserved and celebrated. 

Construction work is underway 

to complete the V&A Waterfront, 

one of  the finest entertainment ar-

eas in the world. Just around the 

corner, the Cape Town Interna-

tional Convention Centre has re-

cently been extended, while a little 

further on you find the brand new 

stadium for the soccer world cup.

Three large universities draw young 

people to Cape Town from all over 

the country and abroad, keeping the 

nightlife going until the early hours. 

Long Street and Somerset Street 

host wild parties with wonderfully 

interesting people. the pulse here 

is  vibrant and colourful. Whether 

it’s clubs, pubs or live music you 

are looking for, all are centrally lo-

cated here in the pulsing heart of  

the city.

In your first few weeks, you will 

probably be interested in doing 

some sightseeing. Among other at-

tractions, you will be drawn to the 

“Big6”: Climb or take the cable 

car up Table Mountain and enjoy 

breathtaking views of  the city; or 

take a ferry out to Robben Island 

and visit the place where Nelson 

Mandela was imprisoned for so 

many years; visit the bustling V&A 

Waterfront; enjoy the diverse fauna 

and flora that is unique to the Cape 

Peninsular at the Kirstenbosch Bo-

tanical Gardens; drive out to the 

Cape of  Good Hope and stop at 

the Constantia Vineyard to taste 

some outstanding wine. 

As a language student at Good Hope 

Studies, you will have the opportu-

nity to gain more insight than the 

average tourist into life in South Af-

rica. You will experience true South 

African hospitality if  you choose 

to stay with a host family and will 

leave, having made many local and 

international friends. 

Sports lovers will fi nd that Cape 

Town has very good conditions for 

almost any outdoor sport, including 

shark diving, surfi ng, hiking, golf-

ing, soccer, tennis and horseback 

riding, to name a few. Or you may 

be interested in rugby, cricket or 

soccer, the national sports of  South 

Africa. 

With all this diversity, South Africa 

might just steal your heart and, as 

soon as you leave, you might fi nd 

yourself  planning your next trip 

back. 

Bo-Kaap, Cape Town

About Cape Town

Surfi ng, a popular sport

Llandudno Beach
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In 1994, when the new South 

Africa was born and Nelson 

Mandela became president, 

the country opened itself  to inter-

national travellers, and it was then 

that we began to dream about how 

we could help establish English 

language tourism in South Africa. 

We decided to start a new language 

school, one that would be differ-

ent to the other schools: friendlier, 

more welcoming, offering a learn-

ing experience that would be ef-

fective yet good fun. We opened 

our school in a large residential 

house in the Southern Suburbs, a 

safe and clean upmarket residential 

area within walking distance of  a 

large commercial centre. 

Here our students experience 

South African lifestyle first hand. 

Accommodation is near to the 

school, and students can get all 

they need in central Claremont 

and at Cavendish Square. The two 

school buildings are furnished in 

an African style with a welcoming 

atmosphere in which you will feel 

at home in no time. 

For those who are looking for the 

buzz of  the city, we also offer a 

centre in downtown Cape Town. 

Again, we have chosen an ideal 

spot: a newly refurbished, upmar-

ket office building on the main 

pedestrian road, close to the main 

train station. The school is deco-

rated in a modern African style 

and offers spacious classrooms 

with natural light.

Good Hope Studies is a proud 

member of  IALC, the International 

Association of  Language Centres. 

As a member, we are subject to reg-

ular, strict on site inspections. We 

also benefit from sharing knowl-

edge with other member-schools 

around the world, and from joint 

marketing activities. Good Hope 

Studies is also a founding member 

of  EduSA, a nation-wide organisa-

tion that promotes international 

standards of  quality.

As an official CELTA training 

centre, accredited by Cambridge 

University, we run internation-

ally recognised teacher-training 

courses, making it possible for our 

teachers to attain the most recog-

nised qualification in the field. Our 

clients benefit from well-qualified 

teachers, making the experience in 

the classroom enjoyable and pro-

ductive.

Over the years, Good Hope Stud-

ies has grown to a good size. We 

welcome over 50 nationalities each 

year and offer the fi nest facilities, 

our own student residence, a wide 

variety of  activities and a regular 

shuttle service to the most popular 

nightspots. But we have not forgot-

ten how we started: small and able 

to give personal attention to each 

client. All students attend class at 

one of  our three campuses, keeping 

the numbers at each centre small so 

that we can continue to pay atten-

tion to each student’s wishes.

About Good Hope Studies

A lesson in the garden

Taking a break

On excursion



N E W L A N D S
G O O D  H O P E  S T U D I E S

06  |  GOOD   HOPE   STUDIES

An enormous advantage of  be-

ing in Newlands is that the 

school is close to many of  our 

host-families. So, your travel distance is 

short: Some students are close enough 

to walk to school while others have a 

short trip to school on the MetroRail. 

Also, this residential area is upmarket, 

clean and safe and offers plenty to do 

after school. 

The school environment is very relaxed 

and quiet. There is a garden and a pool 

for break-times and sometimes lessons 

take place outside. It never gets as hot 

as in the City Centre, and everything 

you need is just a short walk away.

In the centre of  Claremont, you will 

find a large shopping centre, one of  the 

biggest cinema complexes in the city, a 

number of  gyms, tennis courts, a pub-

lic swimming pool and a young, vibrant 

nightlife. 

In Newlands, we operate two school 

buildings that offer comparable facili-

ties. Students are divided by level, with 

students with lower levels of  English 

in the one building, and students with 

higher levels in the other. In total, there 

are 18 classrooms, most of  them very 

spacious, with some smaller rooms for 

private lessons. All are beautifully deco-

rated, offer sufficient natural light and 

are away from the noise of  the city. 

There are also recreation areas, a lending 

library with graded readers and South 

African books, self-study facilities and 

dedicated computers with learner soft-

ware, free access to computers for e-

mailing, and WLAN for students with 

laptops. Students also enjoy free tea and 

coffee. Snacks can be bought for lunch. 

Table Bay

Table Mountain 
Nature Reserve
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For clients who prefer the buzz 

of  the city, we offer premises in 

the city centre. It was no easy 

task to apply the same high standards 

that we have in the Southern Suburbs to 

an office environment in the city cen-

tre. The school had to be close to public 

transport, which in Cape Town means 

close to the central station. It had to be 

in a quiet area with no traffic noise, so 

it could only be on the main pedestrian 

road. Further, we wanted our students 

to be in an environment that is upmar-

ket without being corporate. 

After a long search, we were lucky 

enough to find the perfect spot. Stu-

dents enjoy first-class facilities in this 

recently refurbished, classic brick build-

ing. All classrooms are spacious and 

air-conditioned, and all but one offer 

natural light. There is a large recreation 

area and an atrium where students can 

go outside without going down onto 

the street. 

We are located in the heart of  a shop-

ping area. All the sightseeing spots 

are within walking distance and public 

transport is just around the corner. It’s a 

short drive to golf  courses, some of  the 

most lovely beaches in the city, a public 

pool, some of  the best nightspots and 

most popular entertainment areas and, 

of  course, the V&A Waterfront.

The centre offers 9 classrooms, a lend-

ing library with graded readers and 

South African books, self-study facilities 

with dedicated computers and learner 

software, free access to computers for 

e-mailing, WLAN for students with lap-

tops and free tea and coffee. Snacks can 

be bought at school or at a number of  

restaurants that suit every budget. 

Table Bay

Table Mountain 
Nature Reserve
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Our teaching programme is based on a four-week 

cycle and most changes take place only every 

four weeks. For your convenience we accept stu-

dents every Monday, but we strongly recommend that you 

start at the beginning of  a cycle, on the official starting dates. 

Students who start on an official date will have only small 

changes in their class in the next four weeks, and will enjoy 

the most interesting sightseeing tours (held in the first two 

weeks of  the cycle), and the welcome reception (held in the 

first week of  every cycle). You write a test in the last week 

of  each cycle to help you and your teachers to monitor your 

progress. 

The lessons are geared towards the needs and interests of  

the students in each class. There is usually a mix of  the four 

skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) and of  lan-

guage systems (grammar and vocabulary), with a strong focus 

on communication and real-life tasks. 

The lessons are based around a coursebook, which provides 

a basic structure for the lessons. We use a range of  different 

books, and have at least two different books at each level so 

that students who stay for longer than one cycle in a level 

do not repeat material. The material in the coursebooks in-

cludes both skills and language work. We constantly review 

our choices to ensure that the books we use are up-to-date 

and in line with current theories on language learning.

The coursebook is supplemented with additional material, 

either adapted from published material, developed by the 

school, or designed by the teacher for a particular lesson. 

This allows teachers to cater more specifically to the needs 

and interests of  the students. It also allows teachers to draw 

on the South African context, often bringing South African 

culture and history into the classroom. 

Homework is given 3 to 4 times per week.

The Standard course is recommended for students who wish 

to improve their general English while having enough time 

to enjoy Cape Town.

The Standard-Plus course is recommended for students who 

wish to focus on specific areas.

For one-to-one teaching, the lessons are designed around the 

specific needs and wants of  the student. A syllabus is decided 

on in consultation with the student at the beginning of  the 

course through a needs analysis.

Standard Course

Description General English course

Lessons per week 20 lessons 

Group size max. 10

Course duration 2 - 23 weeks

Levels Beginner - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

Standard-Plus

  or

Description Standard Course + one-to-one tuition

Lessons per week 20 group + 5 one-to-one lessons 

Group size max. 10 [morning], 1 [afternoon]

Course duration 2 - 23 weeks

Levels Beginner - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

Course Programme
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The Intensive Course is suitable for students who wish to 

have lessons in general English full-day. The afternoon les-

sons take place Monday to Friday, with the exception of  

Wednesday, when no afternoon lessons take place. 

In the afternoons the focus is mainly on speaking, with some 

reading, listening, writing and vocabulary. The lessons are 

not based around a coursebook, but around the interests of  

the students, and topics may be include relevant issues in the 

news or South African culture and issues.

Intensive Course

 

Description Standard Course + general English

Lessons per week 30 lessons

Group size max. 10

Course duration 2 - 23 weeks

Levels Elementary - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

Business Course 

Description Standard Course + Business English

Lessons per week 30 lessons

Group size max. 10

Course duration 2 - 8 weeks

Levels Intermediate - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

IELTS and TOEFL Exam Preparation 

Description Standard Course + exam preparation

Lessons per week 30 lessons

Group size max. 10 [morning], max. 6 [afternoon]

Course duration 4 weeks

Levels Intermediate - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs

The Business Course is recommended for students who use 

English mainly in business situations. 

The afternoon lessons cover the language skills needed in 

the work place, such as negotiating, telephoning, presenta-

tions and writing reports. Only experienced Business Course 

teachers teach this course.

TOEFL (Test of  English as a Foreign Language) and IELTS 

(International English Language Testing System) are widely 

recognised English tests that are often required by European 

and American universities and companies.

The IELTS exam can be taken in Cape Town. For fees and 

dates please visit www.britishcouncil.org.

The TOEFL exam can be taken in Cape Town. For fees and 

dates please visit www.toefl.org.

Homework is given 3 to 4 times per week. 

Course Programme
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Course Programme

The courses are run as closed courses, and all lessons through-

out the course are exclusively for Cambridge candidates.

Experienced teachers, small class sizes and personal atten-

tion to all participants ensure a high pass rate. One to two 

hours of  homework complement the course lessons.

The exam can be taken in Cape Town. Depending on the 

course and date, the exam either takes place in the last week 

of  the course or in the week after the course. Please check 

with the registrar whether an extra week of  accommodation 

is required for the exam or not.

Cambridge Course

Description Cambridge exam preparation

Lessons per week 25 lessons 

Group size max. 10

Course duration 8 or 12 weeks [9 weeks in January]

Levels Intermediate - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs

Study Year

 09:00 - 12:40 [20 lessons]

Timetable 09:00 - 14:20 [25 lessons]

 09:00 - 15:45 [30 lessons]

Description Long  term course

Lessons per week 20, 25 or 30 lessons 

Group size max. 10

Course duration 24 - 48 weeks 

Levels Beginner - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

One-to-One Tuition

Timetable Mornings or afternoons

Description Individually designed lessons

Lessons per week 15, 20, 25 or 30 lessons 

Course duration From one week

Levels Beginner - Advanced

Minimum age 17 years

Availability Southern Suburbs and City Centre

The Study Year programme is recommended for people who 

wish to do 24 weeks of  English and more. It is also ideal for 

those who wish to enter a South African University or College.

You can take part either in the Standard, Standard-Plus or 

Intensive Course. 

At the end of  every four-week cycle you complete a compre-

hensive test. This is to gauge your progress and to advise you 

on where to focus your study. 

For Korean students we have an advisor, who visits the school 

regularly and assists students in their home language.

Study Year students enjoy a number of  advantages. The 

course fees are discounted by up to 40%. And there is no 

need to pay an administration fee when changing to another 

course. Students can change between group courses at the 

beginning of  each cycle. Furthermore, Study Year students 

receive University and College placement free of  charge. And 

after twelve weeks of  study, Study Year students can take one 

break of  four weeks, or two breaks of  two weeks each.

One-to-One Tuition is suitable for people who need to im-

prove as quickly as possible and / or focus on specific areas.

Students can choose a focus of  study when booking One-

to-One lessons. The exact needs within the focus of  study 

are then established at the beginning of  the course through 

a needs analysis.
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Work programmes

Internship South Africa

Internship programmes are useful if  you are looking to 

gain international work experience (unpaid). You will 

be placed with a South African company in the field of  

your choice, giving you insight into the working practices of  

a company in an English speaking country. Add a highlight 

to your curriculum vitae, and further your command of  the 

English language in a professional environment.

Each placement is tailor-made to suit your individual profile. 

Is your emphasis on improving your command of  English 

in the workplace? Or are you looking to broaden your work 

experience within your own field? Good Hope Studies has 

been offering internship programmes for over 10 years. Dur-

ing this time we have built up a comprehensive database of  

local companies. Our extensive network of  contacts means 

we can find the placement that suits you best.

Volunteer South Africa

This is the ideal travel opportunity for those who 

want to do more in Africa than just see the sights. 

For those who want to have a worthwhile experi-

ence in African community development, and to volunteer 

time and energy, whilst visiting our beautiful continent.

While we run many work-abroad programmes ourselves, for 

the Volunteer South Africa programme, we have joined up 

with one of  the most successful providers of  African vol-

unteer projects. This enables us to offer you a professional, 

comprehensive and well-designed programme.

It is a terrible reality that African volunteer projects are of-

ten exploitative. However, our partner wants to change that 

trend. The major beneficiaries of  this programme are the 

people you help in your chosen project. And of  course you, 

the traveller, will benefit too, as you will gain an unforget-

table life experience.

We have selected 16 projects throughout South Africa and 

Namibia. Detailed information about each of  these projects 

can be downloaded from our web site.

Work South Africa

In the past few years South Africa has become a hot 

destination for all travellers and in particular for the 

adventurous youth and student traveller.

In order to protect its own people from foreign competition, 

South Africa does not allow any foreign students to do paid 

work in South Africa. The only exception is a work exchange 

programme, such as the one offered by our partner organiza-

tion.

Work South Africa is a one year, working holiday programme, 

available to full time tertiary students or recent graduates only. 

The majority of  Work SA applicants find work in the hos-

pitality industry, either working in one of  the many vibrant 

bars, restaurants and nightclubs in Cape Town, or within the 

lively backpacking industry. There is no better way to travel 

and work your way around South Africa than on the Work 

SA programme. You can sample the real everyday South Af-

rica whilst meeting the locals and earning money at the same 

time. The choice of  location is totally up to you - from the 

casual beach life of  Cape Town to the hustle and bustle of  

the busy Johannesburg or the laid back surfer city of  Durban. 

It’s also an opportunity for you to add a line to your resume, 

to be totally independent, make new friends and visit some 

incredible places.
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Accommodation

Homestay

South African host-families are well known for their 

friendliness and hospitality. Your “host-family” could 

be a single woman, an older couple or a young couple 

with children. Either way, staying with a family will give you 

a unique insight into South African lifestyle. 

You may book a single or double room and your family will 

supply you with breakfast and dinner. Travel distance to both 

schools is very short, with only a few families living as far 

as 45 minutes from the school. In the Southern Suburbs, all 

host-families stay in private houses with gardens, while in the 

city centre most stay in apartments. 

Homestay-Plus

Homestay-Plus is recommended for older students and for 

those who would like to enjoy a higher level of  comfort. You 

will benefit from a private bathroom and a generally higher 

standard of  amenities. Travel distance to school is also short-

er on average.

Student Residence

If  you prefer to be independent, want to mix with other stu-

dents, socialise easily and want to practice your newly ac-

quired knowledge of  English at a bar rather than with a host-

family, then this is for you. 

The Student Residence is situated in the suburb of  Observa-

tory. This is a lively suburb with many young people and lots 

of  trendy bars and restaurants close to the residence. 

You will be accommodated in a single room and share the 

bathroom with 4 other students. There is a fully equipped 

kitchen for self-catering and a lounge with TV and DVD. 

Each room is equipped with a safe and there is WLAN avail-

able at an extra charge. 

It is mostly our younger students who opt for the Student 

Residence.

Homestay

Student Residence in Observatory



GOOD   HOPE   STUDIES   |  13

Accommodation

Student House in Newlands

Student House

Being the most affordable form of  accommodation, it is usu-

ally the choice of  our younger, long-term students (minimum 

4 weeks). You share a double room with another student and 

the bathroom with up to 4 other students. There is a fully 

equipped kitchen for self-catering, a lounge with TV and 

DVD and a garden. WLAN is available at an extra charge. 

The Student House is within walking distance of  both school 

buildings in the Southern Suburbs and about 30 minutes 

travel distance to the City Centre school.

Other accommodation

There are a number of  reasonably priced hostels available 

for City Centre students. We recommend booking well in ad-

vance, especially during high season. 

Bed & Breakfasts for almost any budget can be booked for 

both centres. In the Southern Suburbs, they are often within 

walking distance while in the City Centre you will need to 

take a bus or taxi.

If  you prefer more luxury and have a bigger budget, you can 

choose between a number of  hotels. Both 3-star and 4-star 

hotels are within walking distance of  the City Centre and the 

Southern Suburbs schools.

Southern Sun Newlands

Table Bay

Table Mountain 
Nature Reserve
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Good Hope Studies Social Club

When you book a language trip abroad, your main 

goal is most probably to learn the language. But 

you are also going abroad to meet people from 

all over the world and to dive into a foreign culture. With the 

Good Hope Studies Social Club, it is easy to enjoy the best of  

Cape Town and the surrounding area while having great fun. 

Sample of  tours

City Tour (Wednesday late afternoon)

Visit the highlights of  the city centre: the Company Gar-

dens, Parliament, the South African Museum, Green Market 

Square and many others.

Table Mountain (Thursday evening)

Take the Cable Car up to the top of  the mountain and enjoy 

a magnificent view of  the city. Take everything you need for 

a picnic with you and watch the sun setting. Alternatively, you 

can get a light meal from one of  the restaurants.

Transfer to nightspot: Long Street (Friday night)

Explore one of  Cape Town’s best hot-spots for night enter-

tainment. Meet local people, enjoy live music and dance into 

the night.

Cape of  Good Hope (Saturday, full day)

A highlight and an absolute must for every visitor is the Cape 

of  Good Hope. Experience the beauty of  this nature reserve 

and view some wild life with a bit of  luck.

Township tour (Wednesday late afternoon)

Visit a township with us and see a different side of  Cape 

Town. You’ll witness people living in difficult circumstances 

and poor conditions, but you will also experience the vibran-

cy and spirit of  the South African people.

Dinner with a teacher (Thursday evening)

Take a drive to Bloubergstrand where you get the best view 

of  Cape Town. Enjoy sun-set at the beach and have dinner at 

a popular restaurant. 

Transfer to nightspot: Waterkant area and Waterfront 

(Friday night)

The Waterkant area has experienced a major overhaul over 

the past few years and is now one of  the best areas for go-

ing out at night. Enjoy trendy bars, pulsating clubs and some 

excellent restaurants.

V&A Waterfront Entertainment area
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Whether your trip abroad will be successful or not largely depends on your 

choice of  language school. Here is a brief  guide and summary of  the advan-

tages at Good Hope Studies, to help you to make the choice that will work best 

for you.

A language school should be well established

Good Hope Studies is the second oldest international language school in Cape 

Town. We opened in 1995 and can draw on many years of  local experience.

A language school should be a good size to offer choice

A wide range of  courses and accommodation options can only be offered by 

a school of  a certain size. At Good Hope Studies you have these choices and 

there is no need to worry about being the only student in your class.

Your school should be able to offer you personal attention

When travelling abroad you might find it difficult to adapt during your first 

few days, or there could be something that worries you during your stay. Good 

Hope Studies operates 3 centres, each with a maximum of  70 students. This 

enables us to give individual and personal attention to each student.

The students at the school should be of  many different nationalities

One of  the pleasures of  learning a language abroad is making friends from 

all over the world. Good Hope Studies hosts students from over 50 different 

countries each year.

Your school should be in the right location

Location is an important factor in Cape Town as public transport is not as 

extensive as we would like. All three of  the Good Hope Studies premises, and 

all the accommodation that we offer, are close to the MetroRail, the main form 

of  transport.

Craig Leith
Principal

Sarah Gaylard
Director of  Studies

“We look forward to welcoming you in the name of  

the whole Good Hope Studies team.”




